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Tfojps Qbtups 
BASIL SPARKS 

 

THE YEAR AT A GLANCE:  

¶ 2023 Theme/Vision - ROOTS BELOW, FRUIT ABOVE.  This has informed many of 

decisions along the way, but especially when it has related to our preaching focus for the 

year.   

¶ Our most recent preaching focus has been on ôWhat God has Done.õ  But we have also had 

the opportunity to preach through the book of John and the Fruits of the Spirit during the 

course of 2023. 

¶ Groups:  The groups I have personally been involved in have been the Seniorõs Group, a 

Life Group that meets in our home, and our Thursday Morning Menõs Group.  Each of 
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these has been well attended and we have covered many subjects/books of the Bible, along 

with having many deep, meaningful, and spiritual conversations.  Other groups have 

continued to thrive, and I have been encouraged by the leaders and their commitment to 

their respective groups.  However, it would help if there were additional leaders to start more 

groups.   

 

 

¶ Finances 2023:  There have been numerous challenging moments with our finances this year.  

However, each time we have experienced Godõs incredible supply.  I have come to realise 

that it is impossible to predict Church finances.  But that is okay as it has helped us to grow 

in faith ð looking to Him in all circumstances.  Take a moment look at Davidõs report on our 

finances to the end of October. 

¶ People coming to DBC:  Post Covid we have seen many people visit DBC, with many 

joining.  However, our numbers continue fluctuating.  Online services have created a new 

dynamic with some people watching online rather than coming and joining in with the 

service.  We discourage this as we are meant to be in community.  The online services have 

helped, however, with those who travel and others who physically arenõt able to join each 

Sunday.  

¶ Cedarhill Family Church:  Please continue praying for Cedarhill.  Our financial commitment 

to them will continue for one more year.  Pray God continues growing their congregation.  

They are ideally situated for the kind of growth that is happening in that area.  But it has 

been tough for them, and they need our prayers.    

¶ Struggles: Many families, from DBC, had to face enormous challenges and struggles this 

year.  There have been health challenges, family deaths, financial trials, and many more 

different challenges.  Please continue praying for people, you may know, that are 

experiencing deep trials.   

¶ Our Leadership:  It has been a joy to work with our team (Elders, staff, deacons, and 

interns).  They have been a wonderfully committed group and have worked hard in their 

respective areas of ministry.  There are many plans for 2024 and we look forward to a 

vibrant, energy filled year of following where God leads.   
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¶ Nolene Dollery ð Administration 

¶ Brett Taylor ð Elder and Worship 

¶ Keith Westberg ð Elder and Next 

Gen 

¶ Cary-Ann Joynt ð Friday Night 

Childrens Ministry and Schools 

Ministry 

¶ Annemarie Haker ð Cleaner 

¶ Retha du Preez ð Intern 

¶ Lydia Mizen ð Intern 

¶ Bradford Crofton Ball ð Intern 

¶ Richard Southey ð Elder and 

Missions 

¶ Gareth Friend ð Elder 

¶ Zane Joynt ð Elder 

¶ Nick Haupt ð Marriage  

¶ Jill Peper ð Prayer 

¶ Johann Fourie - Men 

¶ Tania Miller - Care 

¶ Jayne Marais ð Women 

¶ Simon Marais ð Facilities 

¶ David Barnes ð Treasurer (Church 

and DBC Life Trust) 

 

HOW GOD HAS BEEN WORKING 

¶ Over recent months it has been wonderful hearing how God has been at work.  Many of you 

have incredible stories and testimonies of Godõs faithfulness towards you.  We also recognise 

that God continues to work and that he is still busy with all of us.  He is changing us.  

Continue in your hunger for His righteousness.   

¶ We have seen numerous people baptised this year.  We give thanks for every person who has 

taken the step of obedience.   

¶ It was wonderful to see how God has worked, in the lives of children and teens, at our 

recent Holiday Bible Club, camps, etc.   

¶ God has been at work in so many and varied ways throughout the year.  Our prayer is that 

you continue looking to Him to help you move forward in your faith.  To take the next step.   
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PLANS FOR 2024 

 

¶ Again, we look to the Lord for His help during 2024. 

¶ Our vision for the year is that of getting back to the basics 

of our purpose statement and simplifying ministry into three 

main areas:  Simplify: Love God, Love People, Share Jesus.  

We seek to be a Biblically functioning community of Godõs 

people who are demonstrating the relevance of Jesus Christ in 

todayõs society. Turning people who are far from Him, into fully 

devoted followers of His.  Key words for 2024: Discipleship, 

community, and outreach. 

¶ Encourage people with our three asks:  Take the Next Step, Join a Team, Invite a Friend. 

o Take the Next Step:  We would like you to identify what the next step in your 

spiritual growth is, and to take it.  Take responsibility for your spiritual growth. 

o Join a Team:  If you are not already serving in the Church, then start.   

o Invite a Friend:  I have been encouraged by the willingness, that many of you have 

shown, to invite friends to events organised by the Church.  Please keep doing this as 

well as asking God to help you share Jesus with others. 

¶ Experiencing God with Richard Blackaby:  

Toward the beginning of February Richard 

Blackaby will be sharing in a weekend of 

ministry with us and the community of 

Durbanville.   

¶ One Big Event: During 2024 we would like to 

do one event together, with all the various 

ministries involved, as a Church.   This will 

more than likely take the form of a Church 

picnic/braai at one of the beautiful spots 

around Cape Town.  Be sure to keep an eye 

open for detail. 

¶ Smaller Events: We also wish to do smaller, 

quick win, events during the course of the year 

(Boerie rolls after the service, pancakes, etc.). 

The idea with these is to provide opportunities, 

outside of Life Group, for people in the Church 

to connect.  We would like to present you with 

an opportunity of getting to know others in the Church, in a less structured way.   

DBC LIFE TRUST 

¶ Our Projects: Our distributions will give you a clear picture of where our money is being 

spent: 
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Distributions (To end of October 2023) 

 

o Pensioners      268 800 

o Delft Homework Club    42 000 

o Sinekamva School     32 000 

o Shilo School of Learning Bursaries  6 600 

o Morgenster Aftercare    5 194 

o Poverty Relief     20 900 

o BU Assembly ð Pastors   7 000 

Dispersed to end of October  382 494 

Our two most recent projects are two, yearly, bursaries we have made available, to two students, 

at Shiloh School of Learning.  We also ramped up our efforts at Sinekamva with a fundraising 

cycle in October.  A big thank you to ever person that supported us.  We raised just on R100 000 

(R8000 is in commitments that have not come into the trust yet).  Thank you too to every rider 

that participated in this fundraiser.  It was loads of fun.   

 

 

 

At our Church meeting at the beginning of December, trustees will be appointed for the next 

two years.  David Barnes, myself, Nolene Dollery, Anthony Dollery, Richard Southey, and Jill 

Peper will stand for another term.  A big thank you to Marthinus Greef and Warren Hamer for 


